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1)eat Ms. nortcll: 

Wawhurst Comtnunications hereby urges the Coiiimission to afford L-band Mobile 
Satclhtc Service ("MSS") operators greater flexibility i n  their provision of an Ancillary 
'I'trrcstrial Component ("ATC"), as requested by Mobile Satellite Ventures 1.1' ("MSV") in the 
ahwe-captioned proceedings. The increased flexibility requested by MSV will ensure that nest- 
%enelation MSS systems i i i  the L-band can finally achieve the ubiquitous coverage, capacity, and 
cconomies of scale needed ior a true coiisumer service. In contrast, the restrictions oii I.-hand 
ATC advocated by Inmar-sat Ventures plc ('*Inniarsat") will only elistire that MSS forever 
rciiiaiiis ;I niche seivict. catering to price-insensitive users operating i n  remote areas. 

Witvehurcl Communications has provided M S S  since 2000 using the [.-band satellites o f  
\b\' and Mobile Satcllite \'enlures (C'anada) lnc. Waveburst currently provides voice anti data 
m b i c c s  to end user customers throughout the United Slates and Canada. We serve custoiiiers in 
the dirratrce trucking market, Hezniat transporidtion market. personncl transpo17ation market as 
' , \~~l l  85 Ihc irrland tow boat market operating on all ofthe major rivers in the US. In addition io 
' io ice and data services. we provide GPS tracking via the internet, 

While Wavebtust Contmunicarions has developed a viable business usiny cuml i t -  
gcncraliotl MSS satellites to serve niche markets, we are excited about the futon potential fir 
LlSS when supplemented with A'I'C. To date, MSS has been characterized by suitcase-sized 
iiscr terminals, limited coverage, low data rates, and equipment and service prices far exceeding 
that offered by terrestrial wireless operators. Because the market for this type orservice i s  srrrall. 
ilir cconomies of scale needed to drive down equipinent and service prices havc not devclopetl. 
Witli AT(', liowevcr, MSS has the potential io evolve into a true consumer service. ATC will 
pIw idc tlie coverage. capacity, and economies of scale needed to bring MSS cyuipnlent and 
scrvicc prices to affordahlc levels. Morcover, by overcoming satellite signal blockage in urban 
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areas. ATC will allow MSS to become a truly ubiquitous service. allowing service providers to 
market their products to customers not only in rural and remote areas but to customers in the 
most densely populated urban cores as weU. 

Waveburst Communications uxlmrands that hummat is opposing MSV's efforts to 
iiiake MSS into a more attractive service. This comes as no surprise to Wavebumt. If MSV does 
not succeed in its development of a next-generation MSS system, lnmarsat will have a monopoly 
in the Gband MSS market in the United Stares. With no competitive pressure to discipline 
Inniarsal's rates, tern~s, and conditions, Lband MSS scrvice providers will stmggle to survive, 
resulting in baukruptcies,job losses, and a step backward in the slowlyrebounding 
telecommunicarions sector. Moreover, with only Inmarsat left standing, the prospects for 
innovation in Lband MSS technology will cease to exist. Lband MSS will remain stuck in lime 

a service useful for only a handful of users in remote areas. 

Waveburst Communications understands that Inmarsat has used concerns of potential 
interference to oppose and delay MSV's development of a next-generation MSS system. These 
concerns are ovorrtated and speculative. For example, our customers will continue to use their 
satellite-only tcrminals after MSV deploys ATC, but we are not concerned that these temiinals 
will experience intetference from MSV's ATC base stations. This is because our customers do 
nor use lhcir satcllitc-only terminals in areas where MSV is expected to deploy base stations to 
overcome satellite signal blockage. By defiition, if MSV needs lo deploy an ATC base station 
to overcome signal blockago, our satellite-only t&ds will not work effwtively in those arcas. 

The Commission is at a crossroads in the development of MSS technology. Waveburst 
Communications u rps  the Commission to follow the path of innovation and better consumer 
smrice by adopting MSV's proposals for increased flexibility for ATC in the L-band. 

Very truly y o w .  - 

Edward A. Neubauer 

President 
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